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ART REVIEW

Feminist art exhibit measures magic, beauty
"Multiple Vantage Points" dynamically captures the feminist spirit.
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By Holly Myers, Special to The Times

Thanks to an impressive display of trans-institutional organizing, feminist fever is sweeping 
the Southland this season, with female-centered exhibitions and events cropping up all 
over town. "Multiple Vantage Points: Southern California Women Artists, 1980-2006," at 
Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery, is one of the largest, after "WACK! Art and the Feminist 
Revolution" at the Museum of Contemporary Art, and essential viewing for anyone inspired 
by what they see there.

Taking up where "WACK!" leaves off chronologically, "Multiple Vantage Points" narrows 
the focus to our region, celebrating artists who have continued to carry the mantle, or at 
least proceeded in its wake, in the context of the Southern California scene.

ADVERTISEMENT

 

"Celebrate" is the key word. 
Unlike "WACK!," this isn't a 
scholarly show; it's notably light 
on the politics, and, with 50 
artists, it's predictably unwieldy.

But it's winningly enthusiastic 
and stocked with plenty more 
good art than bad, which may 
be the most one can ask from a 
survey with so few parameters. 
Curated by Dextra Frankel in 
the time-honored feminist spirit 
of inclusion ("To those artists 
not exhibited," she apologizes 
in the catalog, "it was truly due 
to limited space available"), it is 
a testament to the expanded 
range of possibilities for female 

artists in recent decades, 
allowing for the pursuit of a now virtually limitless variety of media, issues and concerns.

In her catalog essay, Suvan Geer situates the exhibition primarily in the context of 
postmodernism, identifying threads of reflexivity and social critique, distrust of "universal" 

ADVERTISEMENT

http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-et-multiple13mar13,0,7637087.story (1 of 3)2/10/2007 1:45:22 AM

http://www.calendarlive.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3514/3/0/%2a/k%3B90263263%3B0-0%3B0%3B12925158%3B3454-728/90%3B20384137/20402031/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/0/ff/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.centertheatregroup.org/tickets/productiondetail.aspx?id=524
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.calendarlive.com/submit
http://www.calendarlive.com/services/site/cl-advertise-with-us,0,6049098.htmlstory
http://www.calendarlive.com/printedition/calendar/more/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/archives
http://www.calendarlive.com/services/site/cl-registration-faq-help,0,1336404.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/more/
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/search-events.front?categories=cl-art-museums&categories=cl-art-galleries&eventSortOrder=date&openings=Next+7+days&size=40
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/search-events.front?categories=cl-art-museums&categories=cl-art-galleries&affinities=cl-critics-picks&eventSortOrder=name
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/cl-knight-sg,0,1638638.storygallery?coll=cl-nav-arts
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/cl-hawthorne-sg,0,5106428.storygallery?coll=cl-nav-arts
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/
http://www.calendarlive.com/books/
http://www.calendarlive.com/family/
http://www.calendarlive.com/movies/
http://www.calendarlive.com/music/
http://www.calendarlive.com/nightlife/
http://www.calendarlive.com/dining/
http://www.calendarlive.com/stage/
http://www.calendarlive.com/tv/
http://www.calendarlive.com/printedition/calendar/more/
http://www.calendarlive.com/printedition/calendar/calwknd/
http://www.calendarlive.com/printedition/calendar/suncal/
http://www.calendarlive.com/go/weather
http://www.calendarlive.com/news/traffic/la-news-traffic,0,1431537.framedurl?coll=cl-nav-arts
http://calendarlive.opentable.com/rest_list.aspx?m=6
http://www.calendarlive.com/dating/
http://www.calendarlive.com/mqinterconnect/cgi-bin/mqinterconnect?screen=map&link=find&POI1pid=laent
http://www.calendarlive.com/services/site/cl-contact-us,0,2188046.htmlstory?coll=cl-nav-arts
http://www.calendarlive.com/services/site/cl-vindigo-jump,0,5469550.htmlstory?coll=cl-nav-arts
http://www.zap2it.com/
http://calendarlive.opentable.com/start_restlist.asp?id=6
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3514/0/0/%2a/i;44306;0-0;0;12925158;6-120/60;0/0/0;;~aopt=2/0/ff/0;~sscs=%3f
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-et-multiple13mar13,0,6692045,email.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-et-multiple13mar13,0,6692045,email.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-et-multiple13mar13,0,6359801,print.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-et-multiple13mar13,0,6359801,print.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/news/most-emailed.front
http://www.calendarlive.com/news/most-emailed.front
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-multiple_jeigsenc-cp,0,6616300.photo
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-multiple_jeigsenc-cp,0,6616300.photo
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-multiple_jeigs5nc,0,4250081.photo
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-multiple_jeigs5nc,0,4250081.photo
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3514/3/0/%2a/x%3B90263266%3B0-0%3B0%3B12925158%3B4307-300/250%3B20384115/20402009/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/0/ff/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.centertheatregroup.org/tickets/productiondetail.aspx?id=524
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3514/3/0/%2a/u%3B90263272%3B0-0%3B0%3B12925158%3B2321-160/600%3B20384092/20401986/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/0/ff/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.centertheatregroup.org/tickets/productiondetail.aspx?id=524
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3514/3/0/%2a/u%3B90263272%3B0-0%3B0%3B12925158%3B2321-160/600%3B20384092/20401986/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/0/ff/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.centertheatregroup.org/tickets/productiondetail.aspx?id=524


Feminist art exhibit measures magic, beauty - ART REVIEW - Los Angeles Times - calendarlive.com

classifieds and more 
  • Careers
  • Cars
  • Homes
  • Rentals
  • Times Guides
  • Recycler.com
  • Newspaper Ads
  • Grocery Coupons
  • Personals

 
 

- Architecture of the Veil: 
An Installation by Samta 
Benyahia

- Group Show: Heartthrob
- Udo Noger: Me Water 

and Margaret Griffith: Nets

major southland art museums
- Getty Center
- Getty Villa
- MOCA
- Geffen Contemporary
- Norton Simon Museum
- Hammer Museum
- Huntington Library
- LACMA

culture, natural history
- Bowers Museum
- California Science Center
- Craft and Folk Art 

Museum
- Discovery Science Center
- Kidspace

Children's Museum
- Fowler Museum at UCLA
- Natural History Museum
- Page Museum
- Petersen Automotive
- Skirball Cultural Center

 Art & Museum Reviews

Feminist art exhibit 
measures magic, beauty

Modernism's home on the 
range

Changing face of Mao icon

Feminism and art collide in 
MOCA's survey 'WACK!'

Kathleen Henderson's 
works at Rosamund Felsen

Art & Museum Reviews 

truths, and concerns with gender, identity, the body and the gaze. The characterization 
holds true in many cases, particularly in the works of the 1980s and early '90s — by Judith 
Baca, for instance, Catherine Opie, Erika Rothenberg, Sandra Rowe, Alexis Smith and the 
Saar women (Alison, Betye and Lezley). What's striking, however, is how limited the 
interpretation seems, failing to account for many aspects of the older artists' work — 
especially more recent examples — and breaking down altogether in relation to the 
youngest, making it clear that we've moved into a different era.

More interesting are the threads that emerge across generational lines. (Frankel breaks 
down the group into 13 emerging, 24 mid-career and 13 "seasoned" artists.)

One of the most intriguing of these threads is a tendency toward theatricality. The show is 
filled with costumes. Eleanor Antin stages a debauched Roman feast in a 2001 photograph 
called "The Last Days of Pompeii"; Rachel Rosenthal rotates between a whole closetful of 
identities in a lively video montage documenting her theater company.

The subjects in Opie's mid-1990s portraits appear in drag, face paint, tattoos and other 
subcultural guises. The paintings of Camille Rose Garcia draw viewers into a fantastical 
gothic underworld, and Marnie Weber's "The Spirit Girls, Songs That Never Die," a 2005 
video installation, takes them through a fairy tale realm populated by magical animals and 
mysterious masked women.

Another notable thread is a poetic sensitivity to the quality of objects. Kim Abeles' "The 
Importance of Objects" is the quintessential example: a table-shaped sculpture containing 
an assortment of anthropological specimens (bones, formaldehyde-soaked insects, a 
taxidermied bird, a Navajo rug) as well as several embedded video monitors exploring the 
storage facilities of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County.

Lita Albuquerque arranges fragments of honeycomb in pools of golden honey to suggest 
maps in a beautiful installation called "Terra Incognita." Sarah Perry fashions a swamp 
monster from the tissue-thin pages of a Bible, the rings of Saturn from a handful of tiny 
bones. Tanya Batura draws an eerie sensuality out of painted clay in sculptures such as 
"Lovers," a pair of smooth white heads, joined at the crown, with burning red tongues and 
mouths.

In the sculptures of Carlee Fernandez, among the most intriguing and beautiful works in 
the show, taxidermied animals turn into other objects: birds into trees, a rabbit into an 
tangerine branch, a deer into a laundry basket.

These are only a few of the many "vantage points" it's possible to identify. (I haven't even 
mentioned the noteworthy additions of Karen Carson, Carole Caroompas, Liz Larner, Uta 
Barth, Amy Adler, Enjeong Noh, Patty Wickman, Tamara Sussman, Bari Ziperstein and 
others.) Indeed, one could argue that there are 50 — one for each artist.

It's worth asking what such a broad-based approach hopes to achieve at this point in 
history — and whether it still makes sense to speak of "women's art" or whether the risk of 
tokenism isn't likely to do more harm than good. But this celebratory moment may not be 
the time.

Then again, judging from the many avenues of dialogue the feminist fever is opening up 
around town — artists' talks, lectures, panel discussions, conferences, the already lively 
discussion board on the "WACK!" website (www.moca.org/wack), maybe it is.

*
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Where: Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery, Barnsdall Park, 4800 Hollywood Blvd., Los 
Angeles

When: Noon to 5 p.m. Fridays through Sundays, extended to 9 p.m. on the first Friday of 
each month

Ends: April 15

Price: $3 to $7

Contact: (323) 644-6269 

Ads by Google

Preview Los Angeles Art
Video Reviews of LA Art, Artists, Galleries & Museums. Watch now!
www.lx.tv

Contemporary Art
Opportunity to acquire Russian high quality Paintings and works of Art
www.Auktionsverket.se

Gallery 319-Santa Monica
Originals & Limited Editions Buy Online or Call (877)ART-0319
www.gallery-319.com

King Tutankhamen Exhibit
130 pieces of Egyptian antiquities And artifacts from Tut’s tomb.
www.gophila.com/tut

Art Installation Experts
Serving Southern California Call Us First 626.676.9225
www.artinstallationexperts.com

If you want other stories on this topic, search the Archives at latimes.com/archives.

Article licensing and reprint options

 

Copyright Los Angeles Times
By visiting this site, you are agreeing to our Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

 
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/cl-et-multiple13mar13,0,7637087.story (3 of 3)2/10/2007 1:45:22 AM

http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/reviews/
http://www.calendarlive.com/printedition/calendar/cl-et-riches12mar12,0,2814888.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/stage/reviews/cl-et-restoration13mar13,0,399232.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/stage/reviews/cl-et-restoration13mar13,0,399232.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/stage/reviews/cl-et-wakonda13mar13,0,4075963.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/stage/reviews/cl-et-wakonda13mar13,0,4075963.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/news/most-emailed.front
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BnjsTIOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIFvODmF_ybiKICwI23AeDFCBABGAEgoviAAigFMAA4AFCaroiCAmDJ3uiGyKOQGaABrLbZ_AOqAQ5jbF9hcnRfbXVzZXVtc7IBFHd3dy5jYWxlbmRhcmxpdmUuY29tyAEB2gFdaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jYWxlbmRhcmxpdmUuY29tL2dhbGxlcmllc2FuZG11c2V1bXMvcmV2aWV3cy9jbC1ldC1tdWx0aXBsZTEzbWFyMTMsMCw3NjM3MDg3LnN0b3J5gAIBqAMB&num=1&adurl=http://lx.tv&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BnjsTIOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIFvODmF_ybiKICwI23AeDFCBABGAEgoviAAigFMAA4AFCaroiCAmDJ3uiGyKOQGaABrLbZ_AOqAQ5jbF9hcnRfbXVzZXVtc7IBFHd3dy5jYWxlbmRhcmxpdmUuY29tyAEB2gFdaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jYWxlbmRhcmxpdmUuY29tL2dhbGxlcmllc2FuZG11c2V1bXMvcmV2aWV3cy9jbC1ldC1tdWx0aXBsZTEzbWFyMTMsMCw3NjM3MDg3LnN0b3J5gAIBqAMB&num=1&adurl=http://lx.tv&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BLn00IOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIFx-2DHL_r6bwCwI23AbDLqQQQAhgCIKL4gAIoBTAAOABQlK33l_n_____AWDJ3uiGyKOQGaoBDmNsX2FydF9tdXNldW1zsgEUd3d3LmNhbGVuZGFybGl2ZS5jb23IAQHaAV1odHRwOi8vd3d3LmNhbGVuZGFybGl2ZS5jb20vZ2FsbGVyaWVzYW5kbXVzZXVtcy9yZXZpZXdzL2NsLWV0LW11bHRpcGxlMTNtYXIxMywwLDc2MzcwODcuc3RvcnmpAl6q4uEA_II-qAMB&num=2&adurl=http://clk.tradedoubler.com/click%3Fp%3D55232%26a%3D1253327%26g%3D16640988%26epi%3D(3!578099451!contemporary%2520art!2)%26url%3Dhttp://www.auktionsverket.se/starte.htm&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BLn00IOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIFx-2DHL_r6bwCwI23AbDLqQQQAhgCIKL4gAIoBTAAOABQlK33l_n_____AWDJ3uiGyKOQGaoBDmNsX2FydF9tdXNldW1zsgEUd3d3LmNhbGVuZGFybGl2ZS5jb23IAQHaAV1odHRwOi8vd3d3LmNhbGVuZGFybGl2ZS5jb20vZ2FsbGVyaWVzYW5kbXVzZXVtcy9yZXZpZXdzL2NsLWV0LW11bHRpcGxlMTNtYXIxMywwLDc2MzcwODcuc3RvcnmpAl6q4uEA_II-qAMB&num=2&adurl=http://clk.tradedoubler.com/click%3Fp%3D55232%26a%3D1253327%26g%3D16640988%26epi%3D(3!578099451!contemporary%2520art!2)%26url%3Dhttp://www.auktionsverket.se/starte.htm&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B-yiAIOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIF_Yq3DZvNrZABwI23AdC7GxADGAMgoviAAigFMAA4AFDNnuHG-f____8BYMne6IbIo5AZqgEOY2xfYXJ0X211c2V1bXOyARR3d3cuY2FsZW5kYXJsaXZlLmNvbcgBAdoBXWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY2FsZW5kYXJsaXZlLmNvbS9nYWxsZXJpZXNhbmRtdXNldW1zL3Jldmlld3MvY2wtZXQtbXVsdGlwbGUxM21hcjEzLDAsNzYzNzA4Ny5zdG9yeYACAagDAQ&num=3&adurl=http://www.gallery-319.com&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B-yiAIOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIF_Yq3DZvNrZABwI23AdC7GxADGAMgoviAAigFMAA4AFDNnuHG-f____8BYMne6IbIo5AZqgEOY2xfYXJ0X211c2V1bXOyARR3d3cuY2FsZW5kYXJsaXZlLmNvbcgBAdoBXWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY2FsZW5kYXJsaXZlLmNvbS9nYWxsZXJpZXNhbmRtdXNldW1zL3Jldmlld3MvY2wtZXQtbXVsdGlwbGUxM21hcjEzLDAsNzYzNzA4Ny5zdG9yeYACAagDAQ&num=3&adurl=http://www.gallery-319.com&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BjLqrIOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIFy_LgJJuL8pYDwI23AfDmFxAEGAQgoviAAigFMAA4AFDBluPCAWDJ3uiGyKOQGaABxc-l_QOqAQ5jbF9hcnRfbXVzZXVtc7IBFHd3dy5jYWxlbmRhcmxpdmUuY29tyAEB2gFdaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jYWxlbmRhcmxpdmUuY29tL2dhbGxlcmllc2FuZG11c2V1bXMvcmV2aWV3cy9jbC1ldC1tdWx0aXBsZTEzbWFyMTMsMCw3NjM3MDg3LnN0b3J5gAIBqAMB&num=4&adurl=http://www.gophila.com/go/tut/index.html%3FGCID%3DS16626x026%26KEYWORD%3Dphiladelphia%2520art%2520museum&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BjLqrIOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIFy_LgJJuL8pYDwI23AfDmFxAEGAQgoviAAigFMAA4AFDBluPCAWDJ3uiGyKOQGaABxc-l_QOqAQ5jbF9hcnRfbXVzZXVtc7IBFHd3dy5jYWxlbmRhcmxpdmUuY29tyAEB2gFdaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jYWxlbmRhcmxpdmUuY29tL2dhbGxlcmllc2FuZG11c2V1bXMvcmV2aWV3cy9jbC1ldC1tdWx0aXBsZTEzbWFyMTMsMCw3NjM3MDg3LnN0b3J5gAIBqAMB&num=4&adurl=http://www.gophila.com/go/tut/index.html%3FGCID%3DS16626x026%26KEYWORD%3Dphiladelphia%2520art%2520museum&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=By9JTIOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIF4PGNHbDS27ICwI23AcD8FRAFGAUgoviAAigFMAA4AFCAwL3tBWDJ3uiGyKOQGaoBDmNsX2FydF9tdXNldW1zsgEUd3d3LmNhbGVuZGFybGl2ZS5jb23IAQHaAV1odHRwOi8vd3d3LmNhbGVuZGFybGl2ZS5jb20vZ2FsbGVyaWVzYW5kbXVzZXVtcy9yZXZpZXdzL2NsLWV0LW11bHRpcGxlMTNtYXIxMywwLDc2MzcwODcuc3RvcnmAAgGoAwE&num=5&adurl=http://www.altadenapictureframing.com&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=By9JTIOP2Rc-gDsiWYMjmlPIF4PGNHbDS27ICwI23AcD8FRAFGAUgoviAAigFMAA4AFCAwL3tBWDJ3uiGyKOQGaoBDmNsX2FydF9tdXNldW1zsgEUd3d3LmNhbGVuZGFybGl2ZS5jb23IAQHaAV1odHRwOi8vd3d3LmNhbGVuZGFybGl2ZS5jb20vZ2FsbGVyaWVzYW5kbXVzZXVtcy9yZXZpZXdzL2NsLWV0LW11bHRpcGxlMTNtYXIxMywwLDc2MzcwODcuc3RvcnmAAgGoAwE&num=5&adurl=http://www.altadenapictureframing.com&client=ca-tribune_news_html
http://www.latimes.com/archives
http://www.calendarlive.com/copyright
http://www.calendarlive.com/copyright
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3514/3/0/%2a/h%3B83323058%3B0-0%3B0%3B12925158%3B2321-160/600%3B20209813/20227707/1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/0/ff/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://travel.latimes.com/
http://www.calendarlive.com/services/site/cl-privacy,0,1836093.story
http://www.calendarlive.com/services/site/cl-terms,0,947219.htmlstory

	calendarlive.com
	Feminist art exhibit measures magic, beauty - ART REVIEW - Los Angeles Times - calendarlive.com


	FGHMHPOOFMDAOJAFAOMDIINFDCGBPMENGD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: blendedsearch
	f2: 5
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form2: 
	f1: 
	x: 
	f2: 
	f3: 40
	f4: name
	f5: cl-Museums*
	f6: cl-Galleries*
	f7: cl-art*


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: agg_field
	f2: cl-art
	f4: 

	f3: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: [cl-museums]
	f2: [Where? Click to select]
	f3: 40
	f4: name

	f5: 




